
was any connection between the enlarged hypo¬
physis and the enlargement of the nerves. Klebs
was inclined to attribute the disease to the prolif¬
eration of blood-vessels, but this was purely fan¬
ciful and speculative, and at present the true
pathology remains shrouded in profound mystery.
As regards the matter of prognosis, this was not
particularly bad so far as life was concerned. In
Europe two of the cases which had been first ob¬
served as long ago as 1867 were still alive. In
some of the cases there were abnormal conditions
of the heart. In most of them the thyroid gland
was diminished in size or apparently wanting al¬
together ; but in two it was markedly hypertro-
phied and was no doubt diseased. Amenorrhoea
was a constant characteristic of the disease.
Dr. W. R. Birdsall expressed the great pleasure

it afforded him to see this case, the first of its kind
ever recorded in America. He did not think he
could throw any light on the pathology ; though
there seemed to him to be some mysterious con¬

nection between akromeglia, myxcedema and ex¬

tirpation of the thyroid. He said that he had at
present under observation a young girl suffering
from amenorrhoea who had developed some en¬

largement of the extremities of the phalanges of
the hands, and to a less extent of those of the
feet. It might possibly be an incipient case of
akromeglia, but it was as yet too early to form
a definite opinion in regard to it. As regards the
electrical reactions in Dr. Adler's case, he thought
that we ought to be very guarded in drawing
conclusions.
Dr. Adler said that it seemed to him that the

hyperplasia in and about the nerves might of it¬
self offer a sufficient explanation of the dimin¬
ished electrical excitability.
Dr. A. L. Carroll thought that profound grati¬

tude was due Dr. Adler for the most admirable
clinical demonstration which he had given of his
unique case. Ever since he had first seen an ac¬

count of this new disease in the journals he had
been waiting in the hope that some one would
find a specimen of it in this country, and it now
afforded him extreme pleasure to have the oppor¬
tunity of seeing the first case reported.
The question of treatment having been sug¬

gested, Dr. Adler stated that, in the total absence
of knowledge of the cause of the disease, all
treatment, so far as interference with its progress
was concerned, was without avail. The patient
was simply kept in bed and her functions regu¬
lated as well as possible. The attacks of migraine
to which he had referred could always be suffi¬
ciently combated with antipyrin.
Dr. J. Lewis Smith then presented an interest¬

ing case of infantile hemiplegia accompanied with
epilepsy and characterized by marked spastic con¬

tractions and slight athetoid movements in the
fingers. In connection with it he read a commu¬

nication concerning the case prepared, at his re-

quest, by Dr. M. Allen Starr, the well-known
neurologist, in which the latter gave a résumé of
some of the latest researches by Seeligmeler and
other authorities in regard to such conditions. In
it he stated that all recent writers mention athe-
tosis as a frequent complication of spastic infantile
hemiplegia connected with epilepsy. On the in¬
vitation of Dr. Smith Dr. Birdsall then gave a
clinical demonstration of the case and made some
remarks upon it, in the course of which he stated
that there was no doubt a destruction of tissue
in the cortical areas, by reason of which the im¬
pulses from the brain were transmitted irregularly,
and not in a coordinate manner. The last paper
of the evening was by Dr. Daniel Brown, on "The
Arrest of Secretions in the Eruptive Fevers," and
this led to a valuable discussion by a considerable
number of speakers. p. b. p.

Ptomaines and Leucomaines, or the Putrefac-
tive and Physiological Alkaloids. By Victor
C. Vaughan, Ph.D., M.D., and Frederick
G. Novy, M.S. Philadelphia : Lea Bros. &
Co. 8vo, pp. 316.
The subject of this volume is one of the great-

est interest, for without doubt our knowledge of
the causation of disease can be greatly increased
by a more detailed knowledge of it. The full im-
portance of ptomaines and leucomaines has been
so recently appreciated that as yet many of the
facts known to us are so scattered and isolated
that a scientific appreciation of them is impossi-
ble. The present work will undoubtedly aid much
in diffusing a knowledge of these substances in
the profession, and in placing before the searchers
after new facts all that pertains to the subject up
to the present time.
The volume is devoted almost exclusively to

the chemistry of these alkaloids. One can not but
be impressed with our lack of knowledge of the
physiological action of these alkaloids. This is
a field widely open to the investigator, and one
from which a rich harvest can be gathered.
No one in our country is better adapted to pro-

duce a work upon this subject than Professor
Vaughan, for he has become an authority upon
it from his original investigations into it, espe¬
cially from those in regard to tyrotoxicon, which
he discovered.
The Applied Anatomy of the Nervous Sys-
tem. By Ambrose L. Ramsey, A.M., M.D.,
etc. Second Edition. 8vo, pp. 791. New
York: D. Appleton & Co. 1888. Chicago:
W. T. Keener.
This work will be found exceedingly useful by

all who come frequently in contact with those suf-
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